
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………I 

A. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION……………………………………………………………………………………..…….1 

1. The Community Recreation Plan……………………………………………………………………………………..1 
2. The Village of Elk Rapids………………………………………………………………………………………………….1 
3. A Brief History of Elk Rapids…………………………………………………………………………………………….1 
4. Population Characteristics……………………………………………………………………………………………….2 
5. Village of Elk Rapids Profile…………………………………………………………………………………………7-23 
6. Geology and Topography………………………………………………………………………………………..……..23 

7. Water Resources……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..24 

a. Surface Water…………………………………………………………………………………………………..……28 

b. Ground Water…………………………………………………………………………………………..……………29 

8. Fish and Wildlife……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….30 

9. Soils and Vegetation……………………………………………………………………………………………………….30 

10. Transportation System……………………………………………………………………………………………………31 

11. Climate……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………33 

12. Environmental Issues………………………………………………………………………………………………………37 

13. Zoning…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….40 

 

B. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE………………………………………………………………………………………………………..43 

 

1. Village Management Structure……………………………………………………………………………………….43 

2. Parks and recreation Commission…………………………………………………………………………………..43 

3. Harbor Commission………………………………………………………………………………………………………..44 

4. Beautification Commission……………………………………………………………………………………………..44 

5. Planning Commission……………………………………………………………………………………………………..44 

6. Role of Volunteers………………………………………………………………………………………………………….44 

7. Operation of Village Recreational Facilities…………………………………………………………………….45 

8. Operational Budget………………………………………………………………………………………………………..45 

9. Inter-Agency relations…………………………………………………………………………………………………….46 

10. Rules and Regulations Governing the Use of Village Recreational Facilities…………………..46 

 

C. RECREATIONAL INVENTORY…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..47 

 

1. Community Recreation Inventory………………………………………………………………………………….47 

2. Regional Recreation Opportunities………………………………………………………………………………..47 

3. Service Areas of Inventories Facilities…………………………………………………………………………….52 

4. Community Barrier-Free Compliance Status…………………………………………..………………………53 

5. Michigan DNR Funding Status for Village Facilities…………………………………………………………53 

 

D. DISCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS……………………………………………………………………………………..54 

 

1. Plan Development Process……………………………………………………………………………………………..54 

2. Plan Development Staff………………………………………………………………………………………………….54 

3. Public Input Process and Results…………………………………………………………………………………….55 

a. Elk Rapids Master Plan Opinion Survey…………………………………………………………..55 

b. Youth (Elementary School) Survey………………………………………………………………….56 

c. High School Focus Group………………………………………………………………………………..57 

d. Public Input Session………………………………………………………………………………………..58 

4. Planning Results……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..60 

 

 

E. RECREATIONAL GOALS…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..61 



 

1. The 2000 Recreation Goals……………………………………………………………………………………………..61 

2. Relevance of the Recreation Goals Today……………………………………………………………………….61 

3. The 2012 Recreation Goals……………………………………………………………………………………………..61 

 

F. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEDULE AND ACTION PLAN………………………………………………………………..63 

 

1. Capital Improvement Schedule and Action Plan……………………………………………………………..63 

2. Bridge Street Boat Launch Pump-out Station………………………………………………………………….66 

3. Upper harbor Dockage Additions…………………………………………………………………………………….68 

4. Grace Memorial Harbor Expansion……………………………………………..………………………………….70 

5. Village Park Equipment Upgrades…………………………………………………………………………….……..72 

6. Elk River (Rotary Park) Access Improvements………………………………………………………………….74 

7. Fishing Park (Dam) Parking Area Improvements………………………………………………………..……76 

8. Old Campground Parkland Study…………………………………………………………………………………….78 

9. Support for North-South Non-Motorized Trail Project…………………………………………………….79 

10. Walking/jogging and Fitness Paths in Village…………………………………………………………………..81 

 

APPENDIX  A. VILLAGE CODE GOVERNING PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION………………………………….83 

 

APPENDIX  B. RECREATION FACILITY-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 2005 ELK RAPIDS MASTER PLAN 

  PLAN OPINION SURVEY…………………………………………………………………………………………………..85 

 

1. Introduction…………………………………………………………………………………………….85 

2. Recreation Facility-related Questions………………………………………………………85 

3. Write –in Comments to the Facility-Oriented Questions…………………………87 

4. Write-in Facility Requests (Question 141)………………………………………………..92 

5. General Comments for Parks & Recreation……………………………………………..94 

APPENDIX  C. YOUTH (ELEMENTRY SCHOOL) SURVEY…………………………………………………………………………..97 

1. Need for Youth Survey…………………………………………………………………………….97 

2. Area Park Usage Frequency…………………………………………………………....…….100 

3. Which Parks are Used Most Frequently……………………………………..………….100 

4. Activities in the Parks……………………………………………………………………….……101 

5. Write-in Park Facility Requests……………………………………………………….……..101 

6. Survey Form……………………………………………………………………….………………….102 

APPENDIX  D. PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING COMMENT PERIOD………………………….……………..103 

APPENDIX  E. MEETING NOTICES, TRANSMITTAL LETTERS,  AND MINUTES…………………………..……………104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


